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Looking to Escape

By Elizabeth A Sublett!Barly Press Creatlve Services

veryone knows the importance of making a
ng.‘-l] first impression. Bot does that apply to

a new yehicle on a dealer’s Jot? Absalutely,
according o Ben Topping of Newport News.

“My wife, Faye, and | decided we needed a
new vehicle for traveling back and forth from om
other home in Natural Brodee,™ says Topping, So,
he made a list of dealers in the area that be had
heard gond things about and Freedom Ford of
Hampiton (7578 38-0222) was first on that list.

“T pulled into the Jot and noticed quite a gath-
enng of people around a red SUV," says Topping.
“From where Istood, T could see that the stcker
siied it was a Ford Escape and it looked 1ike it kad a
lot of the features that | wanted” What he didn't
realize was that he was adminng the first Escape on
the Peninsula. But, Topping wanted (o Keep look-

ing. “So 1 spent five hours that deyv driving around

2001
Ford Escape
% XIS FWD
Standard Equipment:
Seating capacity of
five, automatic full-tima
four-wheel drive, V-6
engine, remole keyless
enlry, slde Impact bars,
air conditioning, dri-
ver's and passengers
front airbags.

Manufacturer's Sug-
gested Retail Price
(MSRP): §22,320. For
exact pricing informa-
tlon contact your local
dheaier.

It fits o of our needs,” says Ban Topping of Newpart Maws, pictured with his 2001 Ford Escope X15 FWD,

Topping also had & number of options
installed including: side step bars, AMIFM stereo
with cassette and CD player, perimeter alarm,
retractable carpo cover, floor mats, speed control
and four-speed automatic transmission with a 3.0-
liter, V-6 engine. "The power of the V-6 12 what T
was really interested in” savs Topping. “The
Escape handles beautifully on the flat of the inter-
state and the challenges of the mountains and the
four-wheel drive will get us through the snow™

Topping laughs ahout choosing the Ford
Escape. "I didn’t even know this vehicle existed
before T saw it on the lot,” he muses. “But the noxt
day when [ refurned to the dealership. I knew 1
hid found the vehicle T wanted. It fits all of our
needs. I couldn't have asked for o better vehicle if

' sal down and ondered one myself”

The 2001 Feed

b the other dealerships.” he says. “But 1 found |
wits comparing evervihing elze to the Escape.”
“The next day, I went (o see [salesperson]
Fony Shultz at Freedom PFord,” savs Topping.
“Tony was very patient with me. 1 told him 1 was
Izoking for a vehicle with good gas mileaee, auio-
matic transmission, & V-6 engine and four-wheel
drive " Shultz showed him trscks, vans, SUV s and
cars, “Then ['asked him aboot the Escape. Come

to find out, it had everything | was looking for and
more.” He drove it home that night. Topping™s
XLS four-wheel drive Escape has a toreador red
exterior with medivm graphiie intenor.

The 2001 Pord Escape 15 available in two trim
levels: the X1.5 and XLT with two- or four-whee]
drve, The manufacturer's soggested retatl price
fior the baze model XLS is $17,043.

Uince inside, it was the roominess that really
surprised Topping. “Our dog and cit go every-
where we @o,” he says. “So; we needed space for
them, too. All we do s Told dowa the rear seat and
wee have room for us; the animals and any antiques
we decide o pick op.™ With the rear seats
removed, the Escape offers 685 cubic fest of
cargo, accopdimg o Edmunds.com.

Escapa’s rear seal
Tolds down o

can be removed

ko provide additional
CONGo EpOca,

BUMPER TO BUMPER

# Hall Auto Mall i Newport Mews inviles the
putlic to see NASCAR's #3656 MEMs and #20
Home Depot Pontiacs on display Saturday, Sepd. 2
from 10 a.m.—6 pm. af Hall Austo Mall, 13151

Jefferson Ave. Admissian is free.

& POMOCO Kia of Hamplon welcomes Assistant
Manager Anthony Scilabro. He transferred from
the Chrysler Phymouth sales division,

# Gloucester Toyota welcomes Al Strickland and
Rob Nelson to the sales staff. Both invite their
tamilies and friends to visit them at the dealership.
4+ POMOCO Auwte Group, headguartered in
Hamptom, anncunces the Sept. 1 grand opening of
15 Lincoln Mercury store. The naw facility will De
loeated at 4206 Marcury Bhed, and will sall and
service Lincoln Mercury products, as well as Ford,

I addition, grand epening celebrations con-
tinwa through the month of Sepiember at POMO-
GO of Smithflield and POMOCO Missan.

+ Holiday Chevrolet Oldsmobile Cadillac of
Williamsburg encourages everyone to visit during
it's 18th anniversary celebration and o register for
one of the numerous race fickel packages for the
Richmond Monie Carlo 400 at Richmand Intar-
national Raceway. The packages includes hospe-
tality tent access and race tickets to the
Craftsman Truck, Busch and NASCAR series
races the woeekand of Sepl. ¥-9. No purchasa is

necassary. Call (TE7)A77-4004 for more datails,
+ Tysinger Motor Company of Hamplon wel-
comes Ken Stockermann to the Marcedes-Banz
sales staff, Stockermann brings over 12 years of
automclive experience to the dealership.
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